
SOUTH HOLLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of: Councillor Christopher J T H Brewis 

To: South Holland District Council Wednesday, 28 February 2018 

(Author: Lynn Eldred Lead Democratic Services Officer)

Subject North Level District Internal Drainage Board

Purpose: To advise the Council of matters concerning the North Level District Internal 
Drainage Board

Recommendation(s): 

1) That the report be noted.

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 The Council’s Constitution provides that ordinary meetings of the Council will receive 
written reports from Councillors who represent the authority on Outside Bodies.  In 
particular it is proposed that reports should be submitted where matters considered or 
determined by the outside body may have an impact on the Council or affect the Council’s 
stewardship of the District.  

2.0 NORTH LEVEL DISTRICT INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

2.1 I have been appointed as a representative to serve on the North Level District Internal 
Drainage Board. I attended a meeting held at the Board's offices in Thorney, on 
Wednesday, 7th February, 2018.

2.2 The new Chairman of the Board, whom many of you may know, is Michael Sly, who has 
taken over from John Hoyles, who had been the board's Chairman for many years.  All 
thanked John at the annual meeting in the autumn for all the work he had done on behalf of 
the Board and its area in his many year's stewardship of the Chair of the Board.

2.3 Being the meeting which resolved on matters of drainage rates and 'special levies', the 
Board resolved that this year the increase would be 2 per cent.  Over twenty years the 
Board's increase has been much the lowest of the three significant Boards which cover the 
District Council's area.  Any member wanting comparisons, please let me know.

2.4 The nett result is that the Special Levy on the area of the Board within South Holland will be 
£138,369 for the coming, new financial year. Members may know that the special levy 
depends on the amount of land within agriculture, and not other uses, within the Board's 
area.

2.5 A continuing problem was the presence of badgers within banks, and licences had to be 
secured to move these, even if they were making significant tunnels within the flood 
protection structures.



2.6 Rainfall in each of the last three years had been: 2015: 20.6 inches; 2016: 22.1 inches; and 
2017 22.6 inches.

2.7 Recent rainfall at Tydd had been:

Nov 2017 Dec 2017 Jan 2018
Rainfall 2.17 inches 3.80 inches 1.75 inches
Moisture Deficit 100.4 mm (28th) 57.9 mm (26th) 19.2mm(30th)

Soil Moisture Deficit is the amount of rainfall required to cause direct 'run-off', in January 
this being less than one inch of rain (19.2 mm).

   Pumping hours at Tydd were as follows:

Electric pumps: 0    hrs   37  hrs   55  hrs     
Diesel pumps: 37  hrs 215  hrs 232  hrs

2.8    If any member wishes to see the full papers, please let me know.

Background papers:- None

Lead Contact Officer
Name and Post: Lynn Eldred Lead Democratic Services Officer
Telephone Number Tel: 01775 764626
Email: leldred@sholland.gov.uk

Key Decision: No
Exempt Decision: No

This report refers to a Discretionary Service 


